
January 2019 

Mainsheet 
      The Corinthian Yacht Club of Tacoma Newsletter 

Inside 

• Commodore Reports—Page 2-4 

• Racing—Page 5—6 

• Cruising—Page 7 

• History—Page 8-10 

• Teddy Bears! - Page 11  

• Calendar—Page  13 

• Shoving Off… Page 16 

Volume 19, Issue 1 



January 2019 

WWW.CYCT.COM 2 MAINSHEET 

Commodore 

Happy New Year to all of you!  I 
look forward to a fun and produc-
tive 2019.  I am excited to take 
the reigns as your Commodore 
this year, I hope that through my 
leadership we will continue to 
grow and promote the love of 
sailing to the South Sound.  
 
I'd like to welcome some new 
members to our board this year.  Jeremy Bush has been voted 
in as our new Rear Commodore after working diligently as 
Membership chair. He will be in charge of reciprocal agree-
ments and maintaining the clubhouse. Angie Morales has add-
ed a new star as Vice Commodore. She will be in charge of 
scheduling guest speakers at our general meetings. Bill Jenks 
will continue to manage our finances, Jenn Tenney will main-
tain records of our meetings, and Adrian DeLuna has stepped 
on board as our new Membership Chair. He will help us main-
tain our rosters, and welcome new members aboard. Eric Nel-
son has a great race calendar set up for you this year and Ken 
St. John is looking for volunteers to host our fun cruises. I also 
want to thank Penny Shen for her coordination of education 
activities, Michael Stanford for the care given to our club-
house, Steve Wagner for our trophies, Joe Salz for all his work 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
2019 ! Congratulations Don Kimball as 
our new Past Commodore. Janice Van-
Ravenswaay, you will be an awesome 
Commodore this year. I would like to 
also offer congratulations to Jeremy 
Bush, Rear Commodore, and new Mem-
bership Chair, Adrian De Luna. Christ-
mas party rocked. Great attendance, 
lots of food, and great music from Mark 
Stern who had us dancing. Thank you to our Social Chair, Jenn 
Ihlen for making this party happen, and Debbie Kimball who 
helped create the centerpieces this year with me. Thank you to 
Don Kimball and Rich Morales for setting up tables and chairs, 
Brock for carving the turkeys and slicing the ham without a boo-
boo, and the many volunteers who worked in the 
kitchen, and Ken Whitney for helping organize the Bear Raffle 
with Jen Ihlen.  
This year promises to be even busier for us as a club. I am confi-
dent that we will strive to be more involved in volunteering our 
time to help out in a number of events and races this year. I 
would hope to see new faces amongst the volunteers. A com-
mittee will be forming sometime in January for the 2nd Annual 
Tacoma Pink Boat Regatta. Think about how you can help out. 
Details to follow soon. 

2019 CYCT Officers & Board Members 

Vice 

Commodore 
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on RC, Cyndi Larrison and Greg Sandwick for all the time and 
effort put in for making a successful race season, Jen Ihlen for 
coordinating our summer picnic and fantastic Christmas Party, 
Deb McAdams for sending love from our club to those who need 
our emotional support, and John Coyne for all his time to put out 
a professional looking Mainsheet each month. Our club is better 
with all of you giving your time and talents. And not forgotten, 
Past Commodore Don Kimball, I look forward to your guidance as 
I move through this year. 
 
My vision this year is to continue to move our club forward and 
thrive for years to come. We have had lots of discussion at board 
meetings about our procedures and jobs as stated in our bylaws. 
While many will continue to stay; some things will need to be 
updated to reflect what we are doing 45 years later since their 
conception. I want to set our volunteers up with clear job expec-
tations so that it will be easier to pass the torch in the following 
years. Lastly, I want to encourage everyone to participate in their 
club. Enter a race, come to a cruise, or volunteer to host or assist 
with an event. Please don't hesitate to ask where you can help!  
Also, come to the meetings! We host them to give you infor-
mation you need to know, and to gain a little more knowledge in 
the boating arena with our speakers.  
 
Janice VanRavenswaay 
Commodore 
S/V Tatoosh 
jvanraven@yahoo.com 

(Continued from page 2) 

Happy New Year! I want to thank you all for giving me the op-
portunity to serve as Rear Commodore. Over the last few years 
I have been working on a few projects with the Club, have 
served as the Long-Range Planner and as the Membership Chair 
and have come to know many of you. I hope to be able to make 
some positive influences with the club in the upcoming year. 
 
At what point does the sailing bug become the sailing monster, 
forcing its way into your everyday life, getting you to forfeit 
your time, energy, and money to a point where you end up 
biting the bullet and buying a boat of your own? In order to 
maintain a viable sailing club, I think it would behoove us to 
identify how and when people get involved in sailing and begin 
to focus on these areas. Getting consistent crew out can be a 
problem, and if we don’t have consistent crew, then how do we 
continue to grow this sport? In order to figure out how to help 
people get involved, I think most of us would look at our own 
experience, and try to duplicate that. 
 
I grew up windsurfing, and only went sailing one time on a 
windseekers race years before I took the plunge. I started my 
boating enthusiasm by buying a small powerboat and putting 
around Puget Sound for three years. After spending thousands 
of dollars more on fuel than I ever thought possible, I started to 
look into different options. 
My route into sailing is certainly not a typical one. I had some 
wind-maneuvering capability on the water, but that was usually 
just getting pushed around on a board. The idea and principles 
of sailing had never really been a part of my understanding un-
til I actually bought my first boat. I simply got into sailing with 
an idea - rebuild a boat, and learn to sail it. Enter Shindig. 
 
Through happenstance, while looking at a different boat up for 
auction, a boat broker showed me a State-owned San Juan 24. 
A little smaller than I was hoping for, completely covered in bird 
poo, soaked to the bone inside and out, but it had potential, 
and if I broke it, oh well. It was slated for demolition anyway. 
 
“How much,” I asked. “Well the State is hoping to get $5,000 
for it,” said the broker. “They are trying to cover their costs of 
salvaging it, etc.” 
 
“Ha! …I’ll give you $500.” 
Well, I left empty-handed, but a few weeks later ended up 
getting Shindig for slightly more than I offered. Then it was off 
to the races…or the boatyard. Many repairs, a lost outboard, 
replaced bulkhead, and the dirtiest sails you could imagine. But 
it was mine, and it was a blast to learn on. From there my sail-
ing adventures began. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Rear 

Commodore 

Gardyloo Consulting LLC 

Eric Nelson - Manager 

253-380-3947  gardyconsult@gmail.com  

Residential and Commercial New and Renovation Work 

Construction Management and Estimating, Constructability Reviews, 

Site Planning, Work Scope Development 

Erosion and Sediment Control Design, Review, and Monitoring 

Commodore 

(continued) 

mailto:gardyconsult@gmail.com
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Vice 

Commodore 

(continued) 

Reservations for Opening Day 2019 on Dock Zero usually begin in 
the first week of January. Please check Seattle Yacht Club for 
information and also check our website and Facebook page for 
updates to any of our monthly events throughout the year. Re-
member, Dock Zero fills quickly. Also 2019 Daffodil Marine Festi-
val reservations will happen in January. Please check taco-
mayachtclub.org to register your boat for the parade or slip 
space. This year’s theme “Service With A Heart.” April 12-14. 
Consider volunteering to decorate our Parade Boat with daffo-
dils or participate in the many fun events for that weekend. 
January 25-February 2 is the Seattle Boat Show. Women’s Day at 
Seattle Boat Show is Monday, January 28. All women get in FREE 
with a FREE PASS which you can print off once you register on 
the Seattle Boat Show website. 
Invitations for the Commodore’s Ball, February 9 at TYC have 
been mailed and you should be receiving them. This year you 
will be able to RSVP and pay on line. Thank you Jenn Tenney in 
making this possible. 
Monday, January 14, is the first General Meeting of 2019 at 
Johnny’s Fife. Social hour is 6pm. Meeting at 7pm. Guest Speaker 
is Tim Rogers, Board President of Tacoma Youth Marine 
Center. 
 
Let’s make 2019 the most successful year yet! 
Angie Morales 
Vice Commodore 
S/V LA GITANA 

 
I guess you could say I’ve had the sailing bug most of my life, 
but only recently did it evolve into the sailing monster, de-
vouring most of the areas of my life, but in a good way. :) 
At what point did you develop monster symptoms? How did 
you decide to take the plunge? Over the next few years in 
the club, I would like to start focusing our attention on those 
questions and find ways to help our crew members benefit 
from our experience. As the membership chair, I often re-
cruited our crew members by telling them that it was really 
the cheapest and one of the best ways to get a mentorship 
into sailing. After all, we are training the very people we 
hope to buy our boats in the future. These mentees need 
mentors though. So let’s work together to build this club and 
our crew base into something we can be proud of. Let’s turn 
these bugs into monsters. Consider looking up our crew 
members and inviting some of them out for a sail. They are a 
part of our club for a reason. 
 
Jeremy Bush 
Rear Commodore 
S/V Asylum  

Rear 

Commodore 

(Continued) 
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Racing 

Happy New Year - time to get back on the water.  We have what we hope will be a great year of racing set up for you and our local 
competitors, all starting in only two weeks.  That is correct - January 19th will be our first in the Harbor Series - Quartermaster Har-
bor.  I'd tell you the weather will be perfect, the winds awesome, and all in all , a great race - but I did not get my replacement crys-
tal ball for Christmas (Shouldn't have thrown the old one.....let that be a lesson to all) 

The Harbor Series will have a non-mandatory skippers meeting on January 16th at Rock the Dock - 6:00PM.  Come on down and 
maybe we'll have a cold one ready for ya. 

There have been a few changes to the sailing instructions - PLEASE READ THEM.  A few things to keep an eye out for are starting 
sequences, which may be revised the day of the race, boat will now be required to start no later than 5 minutes after their start 
signal, we have specified the time at which you must no long use your motor, and a couple of other things added in there....  Be 
aware 

We have also set aside a two day regatta in May.  I am still working on what that may look like, so you will not see nay instructions 
at this date.  South sound is missing at two day regatta that happen so often up in the Seattle area and elsewhere, and we did have 
a successful regatta here before, I am hoping that this may also lead to the start of a trend.  Be on the look out for more details.... 

We will also be working on the announcements for the races.  They will be on Facebook and also noted on our website, but the last 
leg is our participants.  Remind the boats you race against we have something coming up - start to create that commendatory with 
the other racers that make this sport more fun.... 

I see that all of the race instructions and entry forms have been placed at CYCT.com, so get out there and get your entries in.  Our 
race committee will  working towards eliminating small errors, as well as tracking our entrants.  We have been challenged with this 
in the past, but will not be an issue any longer.  But, as a apart of that, sailors need to be aware that they need to be entered be-
fore the races, and this means having provided a signed application, payment, and that your insurance and handicapping certifi-
cates are up to date.  This is the boat-owners responsibility, so please make sure you are ready before you get to the start line.  
Keep a copy of your insurance on board,  a copy of your renewed PHRF Certificate, an everything else you may need to be on the 
water. 

As the year goes on, we will throw out a few new things just to try to keep this fun while being competitive.... so , as I have said 
before, if you have any suggestions, send me an e-mail with them at enelson@wamail.net 

So, get your boat ready folks - you have two weeks or less...... 

 

Eric Nelson 

Racing fleet Captain 

S/V Gardyloo  



Corinthian Yacht Club of Tacoma Tentative 2019 Race Calendar 

Join Now!   www.CYCT.com 

 

Saturday 1/19/19 Quartermaster Harbor - Harbor Series #1 

Saturday 2/2/19 Pt Ruston - Harbor Series #2 

Saturday 2/23/19 Zenith Harbor - Harbor Series #3 

Saturday 4/6/19 Spring Single / Double Handed Race 

Sunday 4/7/18 CYCT Race Seminar 

Wednesday 4/10/19 Spring Series #1 

Wednesday 4/17/19 Spring Series ##2 

Wednesday 4/24/19 Spring Series #3 

Wednesday 5/1/19 Spring Series #4 

Wednesday 5/8/19 Spring Series #5 

Wednesday 5/15/19 Late Spring Series #1 

Sat/Sun 5/18/19—5/19/2019 CYCT RACE WEEKEND  (2 DAYS) 

Wednesday 5/22/19 Late Spring Series #2 

Wednesday 5/29/19 Late Spring Series #3 

Wednesday 6/5/19 Late Spring Series #4 

Wednesday 6/12/19 Late Spring Series #5 

Wednesday 6/19/19 Summer Series #1 

Saturday 6/22/19 Manzanita Margarita - Three Hr Tour #1 

Wednesday 6/26/19 Summer Series #2 

Wednesday 7/10/19 Summer Series #3 

Saturday 7/13/19 Ruston Classic - Three Hr Tour #2 

Wednesday 7/17/19 Summer Series #4 

Wednesday 7/24/19 Summer Series #5 

Wednesday 7/31/19 Late Summer Series #1 

Saturday 8/3/19 RC Delight - Three Hr Tour #3 

Wednesday 8/7/19 Late Summer Series #2 

Wednesday 8/14/19 Late Summer Series #3 

Saturday 8/17/19 Vashon Challenge 

Wednesday 8/21/19 Late Summer Series #4 

Wednesday 8/28/19 Late Summer Series #5 

Saturday 8/31/19 CYCT Awards Race - Stand Alone 

Saturday 9/21/19 Point Robinson - Point Series #1 

Saturday 10/5/19 Point Defiance - Point Series #2 

Saturday 10/12/19 Memorial Single Hand 

Saturday 10/19/19 Pt. Piner  - Point Series #3 

Saturday 11/2/19 Browns Point - Point Series #4 
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Brrrrrrrr  

Well, once again we concluded the old year and began the new, huddled around the bonfire at the 

Tyee clubhouse with our CYCT friends.  Or at least I am guessing that a lot of us did!  Frankly, I was 

fast asleep in my bed, calling it quits about an hour earlier after taking a quite unintended fall over 

the rock wall by the clubhouse while gathering more firewood.  

The last thing I said to Michael Sanford and Greg Sandwick before going to get more wood was “if I 

scream, come and get me.”  Fortunately, they understood the one word I shouted and came to 

help me up the wall and eventually back to the boat.  A week later I am still pretty sore, but thank-

fully, not apparently broken.  

This year’s UnCruise is up for review.  Nevertheless, most who attended appear to have had a pretty good time! 

The new year is definitely upon us and we have a lot of open slots to fill.  Ballentines, Tenneys and McAdams have stepped up to 

the plate and offered to host.  Julie and I will as well.  Some cruises are easier than others and we are glad to help, advise, or may-

be team you with another.  Be sure to contact us. 

Happy Cruising 

Ken and Julie St. John  

S/V La Sirena 

Cruising 

Date Cruise/Theme Host Location 

February 9-10 Commodre’s Ball Unofficial Cruse to TYC? Tacoma Yacht Club? 

March 9-10 Winter Cruise? St. Johns  Foss Waterway? 

April 13-14 Daffodil Marine Parade Open Tacoma Yacht Club 

May 3-5 Opening Day Open Seattle Yacht Club 

May 25-27 Memorial Day Tenneys  Penrose Raft-up? 

June 15-16 Father’s Day Open Bell Harbor? Shilshole? 

July 4th (Thurs) Independence Day Open Quartermaster?  

August 31-Sep 2 Awards Race/Memorial Day Open Foss Seaport? 

September 28-29 End of Summer Open Bremerton? 

October 19-20 Wineseekers? Open East of the Mountains? 

November 16-17 Fall Cruise? LeMans? Ballentines Gig Harbor?  

December 31 Un Cruise ER Doctors Tyee 

CYCT Preliminary 2019 Cruising Schedule 
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COMMODORE STEVE RYAN 

By Matthew Thomas 

Steve Ryan is an inspiration to the rest of us.  He is a self-taught sailor who started on 
small boats and worked his way up.  He worked for a year to restore his current boat 
to its former glory, and gave his time to the race committee to put on races for the rest 
of the Corinthian Yacht Club, even though he would have rather been out racing on 

the course.   

Early Years 

Steve grew up in Kelso, Washington, down on the Columbia River north of Portland.   
His first experience sailing was as a passenger on a Sun Fish in Junior High.  After high 
school, Steve earned a degree in civil engineering at the University of Washington in 
Seattle. 

Small Boats  

Reynolds Metals Aluminum Company in Longview hired Steve when he graduated 
from college, and fellow workers there introduced Steve to the local sailing club, which 
was racing in the Columbia River.  Steve soon bought a Laser and like a good engineer, 
he read the instructions on how to rig and sail it.  He capsized the Laser three times 
during the first 50 yards of sailing.  Soon he made it 100 yards without capsizing and he 
was on his way. 

Steve sailed his Laser in the Columbia Sailing Club races on Tuesday nights.  There were 
about 15 boats participating including several Lasers, three International 505s, and San Juan 21s.  It was here that Steve learned 
that if you can sail a small boat, you can sail any size boat.  You learn how to react quickly. 

A few years later, Steve also bought a 16-foot International 505 and taught his girlfriend how to sail.  Unlike the Laser, the 505 has 
a trapeze for the crew to lean way out over the water.  The girlfriend was terrified!   

Sailing in Virginia 

Steve’s job took him from the Longview Kelso area all the way back to Richmond, Virginia.   Steve towed his 505 with him, and end-
ed up buying a house near a lake.  Local races on the lake kept sailing in his blood.   

Steve got his first exposure to salt water sailing when he was asked to crew on a J-30, and later a Hobie 33 on the Chesapeake Bay.  
Shallow water there was always a challenge.  

Back to Washington 

Eventually, Steve was able to return to Washington State when the Boeing Company offered him a job.   Steve towed his 505 back 
with him, but once here, he was asked to crew by former CYCT Commodore (1981) John Henderson on his NewYork 36 named 
“Desperado”.  Several years of Windseeker races ensued.   

However, around 1990, John retired, and sailed Desperado away to Port Ludlow.    

Papaya 

Steve realized that he needed a bigger boat than the 505.   One day while visiting Longview, he saw an orange and yellow boat 
parked on a trailer out in a field.   Steve recognized the boat from his early days at the Columbia Sailing Club.  She was a Lindenberg 
22 called “Papaya.”  Steve tracked down the owner and after price negotiations, bought Papaya from him.  After re-rigging and new 
sails, Steve raced Papaya in the Tacoma Windseeker races from 1992-98, having good success in the smaller boat fleet.   

Desperado 

So, six years later, Steve’s friend John Henderson, the owner of Desperado, called to offer Desperado to Steve at a good price.  John 
had tears in his eyes as Steve sailed away in Desperado from Pt. Ludlow back to Tacoma. 

For the next 12 years, from 1998-2011, Steve raced Desperado in the Windseeker races. At first, Desperado, a NY36, was biggest 
boat in the fleet and they won almost all the time.  Then, the J-35s, Mélange and Something Special, showed up and they started 
winning the races.  However, during this time, the first place finisher had to record the times and places of all the following boats.  
Mélange would sometimes let Desperado finish first so that they would not have to stick around to take the finish times.  
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Race Committee Chair 

Around 2009, Billy Carter called Steve “out of the blue” to ask him to be race chair.  Steve agreed that it was his time to “pay it 
back” and served a two-year term as race chair for years 2009-10.  At this time, CYCT and Windseekers united, and CYCT began 
running the combined CYCT/Windseeker races. 

In the Windseeker tradition, there was a race every Wednesday during the summer and every Saturdays through the winter.  That 
first year as Race Chair Steve ran 59 races.  Steve recalled that at times on Saturdays in the Winter, as few as two boats would 
show up to race.   

Steve used the old Romeo Charlie, a 26 foot Trojan powerboat to run the races.   It had many problems:  It stripped its starter gear 
and needed an engine pull to replace it… then hoses blew and it almost sank.  One time, the motor overheated so bad that Steve 
had to dump 20 bottles of drinking water in it to make it back to the dock.   

Obsession 

Every day on the race committee Steve and his wife, Kit, would notice a listing 
moldy green sailboat on an adjacent finger pier.  It looked like it could be fast, 
and research discovered it was a Frers 38, and that it was actually chained to 
the dock!  TYEE Marina would not disclose the owners phone number, but 
would tell the owner that Steve was interested in the boat.  The owner called 
the next day.   

Steve was given the combination to the lock and told to go look at it.  They 
found about a foot of water in the cabin with seaweed floating in it.  Tools left 
in the boat were all rusted together.  The headliners were falling down and 
were covered with mold and mildew. Steve and Kit spent about 2 hours that 
evening pumping out the bilge so the boat would stay afloat.   

Steve and Kit realized that this boat would need a lot of work before it would 
be ready to sail.  Steve called the owner back and offered him half the offer-
ing price.  After a very long pause, the owner asked if Steve could pick up all 
the extra boat stuff in his garage that very night.   Aghast, Steve and Kit 
agreed and eight wagon-loads later found themselves the owners of two 
boats. 

The new boat was on the hard at Hylebos for a whole year while Steve and Kit 
worked on it.  There was so much work to be done that it became like an obsession and so the new name, “Obsession.”   

The fuel in the fuel tank was like molasses and a new tank was in order.  The holding tank for 
the head was cracked, and had probably not been emptied for five years.  They spent a 
month sanding off layers of paint on the hull and repainting.  They scrubbed the inside of the 
boat, cleaning off the mildew and mold.  They replaced the fabric and foam cushions.  They 
refinished the interior teak.  New refrigeration, new furnace, new sails, new running rig-
ging…..it seemed the list was endless.  

While doing all this work on Obsession, Steve continued to race Desperado.  He sold Despe-
rado at the end of the season to a Portland sailor, and she continues to race successfully.   

Steve started racing Obsession the following year.   Obsession sails beautifully, and has plen-
ty of room and comfort for cruising as well. 

Figure 8 Race Courses – Memories of Race Chairman 

Steve liked to make the races challenging and fun.  For example, it was Steve who called out 
a figure 8 course around ships anchored in Commencement Bay, and you could go either 
direction!  Steve also designed a race in which the racers had to round three marks, which 
was pretty typical, but Steve gave the sailors the discretion to choose which way they would 
race and which marks they would round first.  Sometimes, a common course would have the 

races going around a barge anchored near Thea Foss waterway.  Steve also remembers having to pull an occasional racer off the 
sand bar by the Puyallup River.   

Steve went on to serve as Rear Commodore, Vice Commodore, and finally, Commodore in 2014.  During his tenure as Commodore, 
the second year of the TTown Regatta was held, and Obsession came in third place in the Daffodil Festival!  However, Steve says 
that most of his memories are about his time as race chairman in 2009 and 2010. 
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Harnessing the Wind 

Asked why he sails, Steve said that it is the social fun of having a crew, and the “silence, the feel of controlling the environment to 
make the craft move through the water.  And if the winds are up, for the excitement.”  What better reason is there to sail?   

Steve is an inspiration to the rest of us because of his love of sailing and his contribution to CYCT racing.  Steve made it fun, as Co-
rinthian sailing should be. 
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Holiday Party chair Jennifer Ihlen added a fun new twist this year, a teddy bear drive raffle to support local 
police, fire, and charitable organizations for gifting to children in traumatic situations. As one of these groups 
put it, “I remember when we got in a car accident when the kids were small that the firefighters gave them 
stuffed animals, and they really helped the kids.” Firefighters and police officers often use this technique to 
help ease a child’s stress. 

 

Each new bear earned a raffle ticket. Members brought 66 bears of all shapes and sizes to the party, and do-
nated enough cash to acquire another 100 from Good Bears Of The World, an international organization 
founded fifty years ago to spread love and caring to children and the elderly who were in need of comfort 
with teddy bears. 

 

We are in the process of distributing the gifts to public safety groups in the CYCT region and to Tacoma’s Ra-
chel Lynn Henley Foundation, which provides support to children and their families dealing with pediatric 
cancer. 
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Chris and Janet Wenderoth 

S/V Respite 

 

http://www.sailblogs.com/

member/respite/ 

  

Members 

Abroad 

Keep track of our non-resident 
members as they live the life we only 

dream of! 

Dennis and Becky Flannigan 

S/V Kokomo 

After 10 years of dream-
ing we are off. Follow 
along as we move 
about the globe fixing 
our boat in different cul-
tures and exotic places.  

http://

www.kokomosailing.com/ 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/respite/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/respite/
http://www.kokomosailing.com/
http://www.kokomosailing.com/
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Check CYCT.com for additional information on meetings and races 

January 2019 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

       

February 2019 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28   

       

New Years’ 

UnCruise 

General 

Meeting 

(Johnny’s) 

Harbor Series 

Skipper’s mtg. 

Board 

Meeting 

Harbor 

Series #1 

General 

Meeting 

(Johnny’s) 

Board 

Meeting 

Commodore’s 

Ball 

Harbor 

Series #2 

Harbor 

Series #3 
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Saw it on Facebook  
This month I sent out cards to Vaneva O’Hara 
on her *RETIREMENT!!!* Congratulations!!!  
 
To Angie and Rich Morales, Congratulations 
on the marriage of their son.  
 
A get well card to Julie St John on her recent 
shoulder surgery, and cards of ongoing sup-
port to Ursula Ahrens and Elise Sandwick 
during their continued medical issues.  
 
If you know of anyone who needs a little 
sunshine in their life, give me a call, text or 
an email and I will get one to them.  
 
Debbie McAdams  
S/V Red Splash 

Happy Birthday to our CYCT 

Members 
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Basic Rules 

• You must be a CYCT member or sponsored by a CYCT member to post an item. 

• Each month the CYCT posting member must submit their items for sale before the 25th of the month (send your post to jmainsheet@cyct.com ). 

• Items must be submitted each month or they will not be reposted. 

• You are responsible to sell your item so you must include your contact information (items without contact information will not be posted). 

mailto:jcoyne@live.com?subject=Post%20for%20sale%20in%20Mainsheet
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SHOVING OFF 

Our Wild Neighborhood 

The seals were back on the dock after a short hiatus.  They were apparently sex drunk after all of the weeks of noisy 
debauchery taking place on the barge floats outside of the marina and therefore reluctant to move.  Going on our sixth 
months of living aboard, it has become clear that the seals are our steadiest marina neighbors. 
 
Steady as in “always there” not as in “best neighbors”.  Good neighbors, for example, do not poo on the sidewalk and 
expect you to hose it off.  They don’t try to sleep it off in your dinghy or kayak at two in the morning.  That leads to the 
lovely and gracious Mrs. St. John yelling “you get off of there!” out the stateroom port and that wakes me.  So, we’ve 
learned.  They dinghy is upside down on the foredeck (interestingly, the hatch under the dinghy no longer leaks.)  The 
kayak is in the rack.  There is a fender tied across the swim step.   
 
Another thing that good neighbors don’t do; good neighbors don’t keep you up all hours with their wonton orgies!  “Urp-

aff, urp-arr, urp-ahh.  Arp arp arp.”  I even think I understand them!  “Urp-ahh” is “oh god” and “Arp arp” is “hey baby!”  
I’ve noticed that lately the talk has changed from mostly “Urp-ahh” to “Arp arp” as the now knocked up seal ladies are no 
longer interested in connubial bliss. 
 
Still I like the seals.  We greet them on the dock almost daily, early in the morning or late at night.  Sometimes one or 
two.  Sometimes a dozen or more. They are usually eager to get out of the way, diving into the water like the chorus line 
in an Esther Williams movie.  Sometimes, I can convince one to just move aside and not dive in as I pass.  One seal, a 
gray one with black spots, always amuses me.  He reminds me of my old lab, Buddy.  Buddy would leap into the sound 
in February for a swim but wouldn’t step off of the patio onto wet grass.  This seal will turn and waddle-slither down the 
dock a good 20 or 30 feet before finally plunging in, all the time me saying “you’re going in anyway!” 
Sometimes, the seals startle you, when it’s dark and there’s only one or two.  Once I thought that there was a dead baby 
seal on the dock only to find out that it was just my bath robe which had fallen from the laundry cart, now soaked with 
rain and weighing 20 pounds! 
 
When it comes to startling you, seals have nothing on great blue herons and otters.  The heron and the otters both hand 
out on the dinghy dock.  The otters being, well, otters, and the heron standing like a statue looking for dinner.  More than 
once I’ve come down the ramp to a heron taking off, swinging it’s great wings and sounding like a pterodactyl.  Once you 
get over the fright, it is wonderful to see them fly. 
 
Otters – well they’re something else.  Whereas the seals dive in and reappear a hundred yards away, the otters slide in 
and pop up a second later right where you don’t expect them.  They seem to enjoy the game.  A few weeks ago the 

Lovely and Gracious Mrs. S along with Rylie the toot came down the ramp to see the otters slip into the water, only to 
have one pop back out onto the dock to poop and pee while they watched.  The insolent little imp!  The toot is getting an 
education. 
 
Actually, life in a marina is turning the toot into a budding marine biologist.  Moon jelly?  Egg yoke?  I don’t know, but the 
toot does.  Which one can you touch?  Ask her. 
 
She catches crabs on the beach.  Fish and shrimp in her net (the same one her mom used two decades ago.)  We have 
to stop and look at mussels, starfish, anemones, and barnacles.  Sometimes she “saves” the mussels.  If you pried me 
off of a pier and hit me with a rock, I’m not sure I’d consider myself saved!   
 
We have varieties of ducks.  Mostly mallards, some widgeon (I think.)  There are geese and cormorants.  Seagulls hardly 
get a notice.  And the bald eagle, perched on a mast. 
 
The marina is a cornucopia of wetland wildlife that we each enjoy every day in our own particular way.  It is maybe the 
best part of boat life for me and an incredible education for a four-year old. 
 
And now when you hear “urp-ahh”….. 
 
Ken St. John 
S/V La Sirena 

 


